
 

  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
   14th August 2017  General Meeting  

   10th September 2017  Breed Survey 

   9th October 2017  General Meeting 

   14th/15th October 2017  Championship Show & Trial.  

Conformation Judge - Dr Karen Hedberg. Obedience - TBA 
   12th November 2017  Breed Survey 

   23rd November 2017  AGM 

   11th December 2017  Christmas Party and Presentation 

   16th December 2017  Open Show & Trial.  

Conformation judge - Dr Robert Zammit. Obedience - TBA 
   19th December 2017  Last Obedience training night at Erskine Park for 2017 

   21st December 2017  Last Show training night at Erskine Park for 2017 
 

 

                                            Official Publication of the German Shepherd Dog League Inc 
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SHEPHERD NEWS 

Welcome to our new members 
 



 

IMPORTANT NOTICES 
        

FREE FOR MEMBERS 
Puppy Listings, Breeders Directory & Stud Dog Listings are FREE to all members with only the normal 
criteria to apply. These are that Breeders must be current financial members, Stud dogs must be hip 

and elbow x-rayed and Breed Surveyed and for Puppy listings both parents must be X-rayed and Breed 
Surveyed. To obtain these free listings for the Stud Dog Directory and the Breeders Directory, 

email Fran McAdam at frances@bigpond.net.au  
For Puppy Listings contact Marilyn Nicholas skylinefreight@bigpond.com Puppy Listings will remain in 
place for 6 weeks. Please take full advantage of these free services and make our webpage a better 

source of information for visitors. With Stud Dog listings please also include a photo of your Dog. 
 
 

Obedience Instructor/Stewarding Courses 
Expressions of Interest are being sought for the Obedience Instructors Course and the 

Stewarding Course.  If you would like to become an Obedience Instructor and/or a Steward, 
please email your interest to Karen Eaton kareneaton@bigpond.com 

 
 

Stewards are required at our Show in October.  If you can volunteer your time for 
one, two or a couple of classes, can you please contact Anne McKenzie on  

(02) 4579 9383 or email at druann36@bigpond.com 
 
 

Want to Promote your Stud Dog? 
Stud dog owners can now advertise their dog in the Shepherd News. Send 

your advertisements to vonohana@gmail.com   
 
 
 

Our next General Meeting is 14 August 2017 at 8pm 
 
 

Special General Meeting Tuesday 19 September 2017 at 8pm 
A Special General Meeting will be held in the club house at 8pm to approve amendments to 

the Constitution. 
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Erskine Park GSDL OBEDIENCE – 
TUESDAY NIGHTS 7.30PM    
 
A great night to socialise puppies or if you have a dog who needs 
obedience training then this is the night for you. 
 
JUDY & ALLAN CONNORS 
 
Judy and Allan have resigned their positions as Chief Instructor and Instructor of the Erskine Park 
Branch due to ill health. 
 
Judy and Alan have worked tirelessly over many years for the League and I am sure we will miss  
Them both but we wish them well in their retirement. 
 
In the meantime, the Branch is being manned by Tony D’Arcy, Kathie Minton and Yvonne Spek until a 
new Chief Instructor is appointed. 
 
              THANK YOU, JUDY AND ALLAN FOR YOU MANY YEARS OF SERVICE. 
 
Congratulations to Pat Bailey with Koonski Dash o Pepper for winning the GSDCA Open Obedience trophy for 
2016 with an average score of 195.5.  Congratulations also to Kathy Minton with Koonski Just a Dash winning the 
GSDCA UD trophy. 
 
Erskine Park GSDL SHOW TRAINING – THURSDAY NIGHTS                                
7.30PM   
No report submitted. 
Mid North Coast GSDL  
The MNC branch of the League has had a very busy period culminating in our very successful members 
competitions held in Coffs Harbour.  Our judges, Glynis Appleby and Jenny Yuen did a wonderful job and 
everyone enjoyed the glorious weather.  Congratulations to the owners and breeders of the winners and thank 
you to everyone who travelled long distances to come to the event.  It was great to see such a friendly and 
relaxed atmosphere where everyone helped each other out. Thank you also to Mel Groth who did a wonderful 
lecture on the Saturday evening and also did the breed survey along with Jenny.  Congratulations to the three 
animals that successfully passed. Thanks also to Pam and Terry Jarvis for assisting in the survey and delivering 
the trophies, which were well received. 
 
A huge thank you goes to the stud dog owners who kindly donated their dogs, this successful raffle was drawn at 
the event and the winners of the dogs were: 
 
Yokon: Hannah Kelly 
Freddie: Jenny Orchard 
Djambo: Vicki McGinty 



Clyde LSH: Lenore Halliwell Oakway NZ 
Jenky: Kerrie Griffis 
Labo: Debbie Rahurahu NZ 
 
The winner of the lovely dog portrait was Peta Norris. Thanks also to Lynne Gehrke for donating this wonderful 
prize.  We as a branch are overwhelmed with the generosity shown on so many levels.  It is heartening to see 
that these things can be successful and fun and we look forward to hosting another event next year, indeed 
people are already asking when it will be! Until next time, enjoy your dogs ..... 
 
Leeanne Lynch 

 

             Owned by Hetty Choy                   Owned by Paul, Daphne and James Murray 
 

 

 
              
           Owned by Graeme & Karen Stevenson 



The GSDCA - WUSV Harmonisation Program 

Summary of decisions as made at the GSDCA Special General 
Meeting 28th July 2017 

  

Schedule  Breed Harmonisation 
Item  GSDCA Motions to SGM  

Carried/  

Lost  
  

1.  Working Test ZAP  
(Part 1 – Puppy Test)  

“That the German Shepherd Dog Council of Australia (GSDCA) will 
introduce the Working Test ZAP (Part I Puppy Test), effective 30 
December 2019.  

• All dogs born after 30 December 2019 may participate in the ZAP 
(Part 1 Puppy Test).  

• The minimum age to participate in ZAP shall be 9 months and the 
maximum is 13 months.  

• The German Shepherd Dog Council of Australia (GSDCA) shall 
develop a WUSV compliant procedure manual, certificate, judges 
training and licensing program for ZAP that shall be effective 30 
December 2019.  

• Dogs that pass the ZAP Part 1 test will be issued with a German 
Shepherd Dog Council of Australia (GSDCA) certificate and a pass 
shall be recorded on the Breed Survey certificate.  

• If a dog fails, providing it is under 13 months of age it can represent 
one more time.  

• If a dog fails again it can still proceed to undertake the BH.  

Carried        
    
     
    
   

    
  

      
  

   
  

2.  Working Test ZAP plus BH  “That the German Shepherd Dog Council of Australia (GSDCA) will 
introduce the BH Test as a prerequisite for Breed Survey, effective 30 
December 2020.  

• All dogs born after 30th December 2019 shall be required to pass 
BH Test in order to be eligible to participate in Breed Survey.  

• The German Shepherd Dog Council of Australia (GSDCA) shall 
develop a WUSV compliant procedure manual, certificate, judges 
training and licensing program for BH that shall be in place by 30 
December 2020.  

• The minimum age to participate shall be 15 months.  
• Dogs that pass will be issued with a German Shepherd Dog 

Council of Australia (GSDCA) certificate. This will constitute part of 
the mandatory paperwork in the Breed Survey application 
procedure and recorded on the Breed Survey certificate.  

  

Carried    

 



3.  Working Test ZAP plus 
BH plus AD  

“That the German Shepherd Dog Council of Australia (GSDCA) will 
introduce the BH test and AD, as prerequisites for Breed Survey 
effective 30 December 2021.  

• All dogs born after 30 July 2020 shall be required to pass BH and 
AD tests in order to be eligible to participate in Breed Survey.  

• The German Shepherd Dog Council of Australia (GSDCA) shall 
develop a WUSV compliant procedure manual, certificate, judges 
training and licensing program for AD that shall be in place by 30 
December 2021.  

• Dogs that pass will be issued with a German Shepherd Dog 
Council of Australia (GSDCA) certificate. This will constitute part 
of the mandatory paperwork in the Breed Survey application 
procedure and recorded on the Breed Survey certificate and 
dog’s pedigree.  

Carried    

4.  Microchip / Tattooing  The ANKC and government require all dogs to be microchipped. It is 
a prerequisite that all animals must be microchipped in order to 
participate in all German Shepherd Dog Council of Australia 
(GSDCA) Breed Improvement Schemes.  

No Vote    

5.  DNA National DNA  
Identification scheme and 
procedure.  

“That the German Shepherd Dog Council of Australia (GSDCA) 
investigates the ramifications of introducing the WUSV DNA Scheme 
and what will soon be announced as an ANKC initiative that will 
introduce its own DNA testing regime and report to 2018 German 
Shepherd Dog Council of Australia (GSDCA) Annual General Meeting 
(AGM).  

Carried    

6.  Minimum breeding age 
males – 18 months  

“That the German Shepherd Dog Council of Australia (GSDCA) Code 
of Ethics is amended to read:  
The minimum breeding age for a dog will be 24 months at the time of 
mating”.  
  

Lost       
     

       
       

    

7.  Minimum breeding age 
females – 18 months.  

“That the German Shepherd Dog Council of Australia (GSDCA) Code 
of Ethics is amended to read:  
The minimum breeding age for a female will be 20 months, at the time 
of mating”.  
  

Lost       
     

       
       

    

8.  Maximum number of studs 
per year – 90 studs  

“That the following is included in the German Shepherd Dog Council 
of Australia (GSDCA) Code of Ethics: The maximum number of studs 
any one dog may have will be limited to 90 per calendar year”.  

  

Carried    

 



9.  Maximum number of litters 
females – 3 litters max 
during 24 months.  

(a) “That the following be included in the German Shepherd Dog 
Council of Australia (GSDCA) Code of Ethics: The maximum 
number of litters any one bitch may have, be limited to 3 per 24 
month period.  It is noted where the Canine Control regulation is 
tougher then that will apply”.  

(b) “That the German Shepherd Dog Council of Australia (GSDCA) 
makes submission to the ANKC proposing a change to the 
current regulations that will see them amended to apply 
nationally for GSD: The maximum number of litters any one bitch 
may have be limited to 3 per 24 month period”.  

Carried  

  

  

Lost  

  

10.  Re X-ray HD after 30 studs.  st 
“That effective 1 December 2020, the German Shepherd Dog Council 
of Australia (GSDCA) implements a procedure that ensures all 
GSDCA Breed Surveyed male dogs, after 30 litters, must be re-
xrayed for HD/ED.  

Lost    

11.  AI – allowed  Artificial Insemination (AI)  
Currently allowed and covered by ANKC & GSDCA Regulations.  

No 
Change  

  

12.  In breeding limits – Minimum 
inbreeding 1/1,2/1, 2/3, 3/2  

“That the current regulation regarding inbreeding is amended to read:  
“Animals born after 1 July 2018 to be classified at breed survey 
must not have any line-breeding closer than (3-3)”.  
Animals born prior to 1 July 2018 must not have any linebreeding 
closer than (3-2) or (2-3).  

“That the German Shepherd Dog Council of Australia (GSDCA) 
makes submission to the ANKC proposing a change to the current 
regulation with regard to line breeding as it applies to GSD to not 
having linebreeding any closer than 3-3”.  

Carried  

  

  

Carried  

  

  

13  HD scheme and X-rays  German Shepherd Dog Council of Australia (GSDCA) has a HD 
Scheme in place that has been in operation since 1984, and is of the 
firm opinion that the scheme as administered is most credible and 
therefore will remain in place  

No Vote    

14.  ED scheme and X-rays.  German Shepherd Dog Council of Australia (GSDCA) has an ED 
Scheme in place that has been in operation since 1991, and is of the 
firm opinion that the scheme as administered is most credible and 
therefore will remain in place.  

No Vote    

 
15.  HD/ED Procedure.  “That the German Shepherd Dog Council of Australia (GSDCA) 

continues with its own HD/ED Scheme, with consideration being given 
to having its readers accredited by the WUSV and the possible 
sharing of HD/ED Data”.  

Carried       
     

     
      

       
      

     



16.  Minimum Show Grading – 
Good.  

st 
“That effective 1 July 2018, as a pre-requisite for Breed Survey, a dog 
must have gained a minimum of a “Good” grading at a specialist show 
prior to application for Breed Survey.  
The grading certificate must be provided with other documentation at 
Breed Survey.  

Carried    

17.  Breed Survey – other than 
amendments to reflect 
breeding matrix.  

“That effective 1st December 2020, the German Shepherd Dog  
Council of Australia (GSDCA) will initiate that the first Breed Survey 
classification shall be for two years, at the end of which, the males 
shall be represented for life classification”.  

Lost    

18  Pedigrees as per ANKC  Currently the ANKC registers all pure bred dogs in Australia and issues 
pedigrees.  

No Vote    

19  ANKC submission  GSDCA Motion: - Schedule 19(a)  
“That the German Shepherd Dog Council of Australia (GSDCA) shall 
put a submission to the ANKC that any of its club affiliated members 
who wish to participate in the sport of IPO, may do so providing it is 
done with full compliance of state or territory law”.  

Carried      
     

       
     

       

20.  SV Working Dog Judges  Held in abeyance until process with ANKC re Schedule 19 (a) has 
been determined.  

Status  
Quo 

remains  

       
     

     
      

      
     

21  WUSV World IPO  
Championships – Australian  
representative  

Held in abeyance until process with ANKC re Schedule 19 (a) has 
been determined.  

Status  
Quo 

remains  

  

  
22  Grading of Excellent/ 

Vorzuglich  
“That the gun test will be introduced and conducted forthwith the 
exception being for shows where the ANKC schedule has been 
approved and will apply to all animals exhibited in the Open Classes 
at all Member Club and or sponsored shows where the German 
Shepherd Dog Council of Australia (GSDCA) Excellent grading may 
be awarded”.  

Carried    

23  Grading of Excellent Select/ 
Vorzuglich Auslese  

  No Vote       
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Prof. H. Messler,                    9th August 2017  
Steinerne Furt 71  
D-86167 Ausburg 1  
Germany  
  
Dear Professor Messler and the Members of the WUSV Board,  
  
Re:  GSDCA – WUSV Special Meeting  
  
We have provided you with the minutes of the GSDCA Special Meetings held on 3 & 4th June 2017, and 
note the Member Club Presidents considered the Schedules as put to them by the WUSV CDO, but in some 
instances agreed to amend them based on what is applicable to our situation in Australia.  
  
It is important to note that our Member Clubs considered the matters as put to them most seriously and had 
high numbers of members attend their meetings to decide on the matters to be put to the GSDCA Special 
General Meeting (SGM) as held on 28th July 2017.  
  
An important decision made at this meeting saw us rescind our policy with regard to Schutzhund.  
  

(1989) - With regard to Schutzhund in Australia the Council takes the official view that whilst 
Schutzhund training is clearly of great benefit to the dog and has equally great sport and social 
benefits, the potential political problems associated with Schutzhund in Australia are such that the 
Council cannot give support to this activity.”  

  
We now ask you please consider the attached document:  
“The GSDCA - WUSV Harmonisation Program: Summary of decisions as made at the GSDCA Special 
General Meeting 28th July 2017”.  



 As you are aware the GSDCA has had a long association with the WUSV.  Our work has seen us follow the 
model as set many years ago and we have achieved much in promoting and ensuring the welfare of the 
GSD in Australia.  
  
We now look to the future and can only trust the WUSV Board will continue to fully support our organisation 
and work for the GSD.  
  
Yours Sincerely,  

Vince Tantaro  
.......................................  
Vince Tantaro  
President  
German Shepherd Dog Council of Australia Inc.  
  
c.c.  WUSV Secretariat – Frau H. Seidel  
  

  
 

 

 

 
 

  

  

  

      
        

ACT GSDA   GSDA of WA   GSDCQ   GSDCSA   GSDCT   GSD League   GSDCV   N & HR GSDC   

  Mr. I. Husain   –   WUSV Director   
  Mr. L. Donald  –   WUSV  CDO   



Bored of walking your dog? Stay fit this winter with dog sports! 

  

Cooler months are ahead - the season for rest in the comfort of the indoors. But if you have a dog, hibernation is not an 
option. Our canine companions need daily exercise to stay healthy and fit, which has many benefits for you, too! 

 Fortunately, there’s a whole world of dog sports for you and your dog to enjoy during the winter months and all year 
round! 

 “Participating in dog sports means getting out and being active, and once you’re out and about with your dog socialising 
and learning, the opportunities that can open to you with a well-trained dog are enormous!” said Vicki Etherington OAM, 
a professional dog trainer and Board Member of Dogs NSW, the controlling body of purebred, pedigreed dog breeding 
and exhibiting in New South Wales. 

 “You don’t have to compete in dog sports to enjoy your dog. Participating in dog sports is a social affair. You and your 
dog get to socialise with friends, do something you enjoy and maybe one day have a passion for it!” 

 Miss Etherington, who chairs the Dogs NSW Sporting Committee and is a member of various dog breed and activity 
clubs, said Dogs NSW offers a number of sports that run during the winter months, such as endurance, herding or sledding. 
You might also like to try your paws at earth dog, lure coursing, agility or even doggy dancing! 

 Some Dogs NSW dog sports have restrictions for participation, such as registering as an Associate member of Dogs 
NSW or having a certain breed type. But many of the sports are open to all dogs, including cross breeds, said Miss 
Etherington. 

  “Many people do dog sports for the fun of it. Plus, it gives their dog the opportunity to use its genetic background, such 
as in herding or gundog/retrieving. As long as their dog is enjoying the activity, that’s what matters,” she said. 

“Participating in dog sports also helps to strengthen the bond between people and their dogs, giving dogs confidence 
and teaching them to read their owner’s body language and listen for commands when they are out in public.” 

Dogs NSW encourages more young people to participate in dog sports, “as long as they can control their dog,” said Miss 
Etherington. “Dogs benefit children in many ways; they not only help kids stay active, but also teach them to care about 
their dog and to care about others.” 

   

For more information on Dogs NSW dog sports and to find a club near you, visit www.dogsnsw.org.au, 
email info@dogsnsw.org.au or phone (02) 9834 3022. 

  

Media Contact 
Brian Crump, Dogs NSW media                                                                           
0419 417 813   
spitz@bigpond.net.au 
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tel:(02)%209834%203022
https://hangouts.google.com/?action=chat&pn=+61419417813&hl=en&authuser=0
https://hangouts.google.com/?action=chat&pn=+61419417813&hl=en&authuser=0
https://hangouts.google.com/?action=chat&pn=+61419417813&hl=en&authuser=0
mailto:spitz@bigpond.net.au


Breed Survey 
 

Next Breed Survey will be held on 10 September 2017. 
 

Come into the club house at the conclusion of the Survey where 
Melanie Groth will present a lecture on “Talking Heads” . 
 
At the recent Judges/Breed Surveyors Meeting in Adelaide Dr. Kirsten 
Hailstone presented an excellent lecture on Dentition in Dogs and I 
am sure between Melanie, Terry and myself we can pass on to 
members some of the most important things NOT TO DO with young 
German Shepherds relative to dentititon. 
 
This is also an opportunity to discuss German Shepherds in general. 
 
Fay Stokes – NSW Breed Survey Co-ordinator. 

 
 

A story to tell 
 

“Up and Coming Handler” 
No one can take away the smile from this young man’s face.  Brodie Morris did the Freevale 
Team proud with his superb handling at the June Show.  Well done Brodie!!!  A wonderful 

future handler in the making.   
Pictured below with the National Council Age Group Award for consistent 
participation in Handler class’s at Sydney shows and also 1st place at our 

recent 2017 June Show. 
 

              
 



Another Story to tell…… 
 

Leo (Vince) My Hero 
Over the last few months I remember Leo waking me on several occasions.  We now live in a unit (I 
gave up my mortgage and working because I realized he follows me around and only used the backyard 
when I took him out) which meant at 2 am, I pulled on clothes and took him for a walk till he wee'd and 
then back to bed. (one time I remember stamping my foot and instructing him to wee) It surprised me 
he didn't need to poo, considering the urgency he had been whining at me, but my only thought was to 
get back to sleep.   
 
The last time a few weeks ago now, I woke to the gross experience of his snout in my mouth and shaking 
my head.   Not being able to ignore him this time, I went to my GP and on to a sleep test and have been 
diagnosed with significant Sleep Apnea.  During the sleep-over test I stopped breathing for 61 seconds 
on one occasion.   I am now waiting for 28th of this month for a mask fitting and another sleep-over, 
adjusting a machine that will pump oxygen into me while I am asleep.   I will have treats to train Leo to 
accept the machine.  The specialist kept asking me, 'tell me your symptoms' and all I could say was, 'my 
dog is waking me'. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 



Club Contacts 
Committee 

PRESIDENT      Terry Jarvis 02 4773 9364 
0407 271 418 

 tepe@bigpond.net.au 

VICE PRESIDENT  Graeme Stevenson    02 9450 1639 sundaneka@optusnet.com.au 

SECRETARY     Fay Stokes 02 4730 4013 
0401 019 213 
23 Ariel Crescent, 
Cranebrook,  2749 

faystokes1@bigpond.com 

TREASURER    Karen Eaton 02 4375 1292 
0414 315 782 

kareneaton@bigpond.com 

SHOW MANAGER  Les Nicholas 0417 467 103     
02 4883 9220 

skylinefreight@bigpond.com 

SHOW SECRETARY   Ann Mackenzie 02 4579 9383 druann36@bigpond.com 

MERCHANDISING Pam Jarvis 02 4773 9364 
0407 271 418 

tepe@bigpond.net.au 

POINT SCORE Tony D'Arcy 02 9670 1971  
0418 618 817 

adsms1@bigpond.com 

TRAINING COORDINATOR Karen Eaton 02 4375 1292 
0414 315 782 

kareneaton@bigpond.com 

SHEPHERD NEWS      Lisa Yates 0409 326 779 vonohana@gmail.com 

PUPPY LISTING Marilyn Nicholas 0428 218 287           
02 4883 9220   

skylinefreight@bigpond.com 

MEMBERSHIP REGISTRAR Marilyn Nicholas 0428 218 287 skylinefreight@bigpond.com  
WEB MASTER Fran McAdam 

 
frances@bigpond.net.au 

SOCIAL SECRETARY Lorraine Yates TBA   

PUBLICITY Tracey Lewis 0415 102 962 lewisfamily4@optusnet.com.au 

BREED AFFAIRS Fay Stokes 02 4730 4013 
0401 019 213 

faystokes1@bigpond.com 

LIAISON OFFICER FOR 
WELFARE & SHEPHERD 
RESCUE 

  
  

 

DEMO TEAM Karen Eaton 02 4375 1292 
0414 315 782 

kareneaton@bigpond.com 

STATE BREED SURVEY 
COORDINATOR 

Fay Stokes 02 4730 4013 
0401 019 213 
23 Ariel Crescent, 
Cranebrook,  2749 

faystokes1@bigpond.com 

STATE HD & ELBOW SCHEME 
ADMINISTRATOR 

Caryl Morris 02 4774 0286 freevale@hn.ozemail.com.au 

STATE TATTOO 
SCHEME  ADMINISTRATOR 

Grant Morton 02 4883 9578 grantmorton1957@hotmail.com 

YOUTH OFFICER Kieran Webster 0436 436 999 Germanspitz1@outlook.com 

Training Branches 
ERSKINE PARK Terry Jarvis 02 4773 9364 

0407 271 418 
tepe@bigpond.net.au 

Chief Instructor Judy Connors 02 4577 2329 aljudan@bigpond.com 
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